Siberian Polish diaspora in the pre-reform period before the 1850s 'Great Reforms'.
Introduction
Russian historical studies have long been Although the Siberian Polish diaspora has had a long history, the scope of its historiographical research cannot compete with the number of works on German and Jewish communities in the region. An analysis of theoretical sources on the subject suggests that while Russian and Polish scholars mainly studied the Siberian Polish community in the second half of the 19th century they did not write much about its life in the previous period. However, there are several works handling various sides of Poles' lives in the prereform years (Maksimov, 1900; Gerasimov, 1918; Shostakovich, 1995; Fil', 2002; Skubnevskii, 2009; Shaidurov, 2009; Shostakovich, 2009, et al) . First of all, it is necessary to emphasize S. Maksimov's work Siberia and Hard Labour among them that was reprinted many times. According to B.
Shostakovich, the book remained a study that all the subsequent generations of scholars until the late 1950s referred to (Shostakovich, 1995, 33) .
Statement of the problem and its solutions
The proposed article determines the main stages of the Polish diaspora development in Western Siberia, reveals their specific features, analyses the civil status of Poles, and characterizes the most important sources of their welfare and types of economic activities they were involved in in the early 19 th century. (Maksimov, 1900: 326) . In historical sources, his name is associated with opening up lands near the Amur
River.
Under 
Maksimov, these people, along with Moscow
Streltsy were conscripted into the Cossacks and hence 'completely disappeared' in the social class (Maksimov, 1900: 327 Lorer wrote in his memoirs about General S.
Leparskii who was a lieutenant (poruchik) in 1791
and escorted Polish prisoners. He performed this task so efficiently that his name was well-known in the whole army (Lorer, 1988: 406-407 (Rucinski, 2009: 337) .
In this period, the civil status of Polish convicts and exiles was specified in the were in the more favourable circumstances among the exiles, which, as a result, made it possible for them to receive a yearly allowance of 57 roubles from the government, while elderly and disable people were entitled to 114 roubles a year (Ibid).
In fact, however, receiving the money due to the exiles was very difficult for Poles. There were also Polish officials in the town. One instance given in S.V. Maksimov's work reveals that descendants of bar confederates were scattered throughout Siberia. There were two villages founded by the latter in Western Siberia near Semipalatinsk (Maksimov, 1900: 337) .
Panovskii, the head of the peasant community Unintentionally, they were involved in many developing branches of manufacturing industry.
Poles, for instance, turned their attention to the products of Siberian pine nut enterprises that were widely spread in Western and in Eastern Siberia.
A more successful cedar oil producing business belonged to Pole Mikhail Morachevskii. He was a lieutenant (poruchik) in the Arensburgskii battalion of the internal guard before exile to Siberia in 1831. After he was transported to the town of Ishim he got married to a rich widow (Fil', 2002: 11) . The capital received through his wife's dower must have been invested into an oil mill. The products from his oil mill were brought to Moscow and excited much interest among the local merchants (Maksimov, 1900: 347 (Lorer, 1984: 172) . For others, the sources of livelihood were money, sent from their home country by relatives.
For instance, archives preserved receipts signed by
Polish exiles who received money and parcels sent to them through the police 18 .
Having no opportunities to settle down in Siberia, they immediately exercised their right to return to the home country. 
